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                            JESUS 
The Christmas Day issue of our Parish Newsletter is always special.  In the run-up to this great day, I have 

given some thought as to what to put on this page.  God the Father smiled down on me and had a few words with 

me.  “Well, Kev, as you know I created the Heavens and the Earth and everything in them.  I created them 

through the use of words – for words of course are power.  Let it be done, I proclaimed and it was done.  

Everything I made was good”.  With a loving smile God the Father continued “I was especially proud and loving 

of man and woman because I breathed into them part of myself.  My Spirit”.   God the Father was now sad and 

that lovely smile had vanished.  “Kevin, the devil was jealous and angry and what I was doing.  One day when I 

was enjoying man and woman, the devil casually happened to pass by.  He came towards Me and asked Me what I 

liked so much about everything I had created.  Now as soon as I opened my mouth to speak the devil craftily 

put a bond upon my tongue so that I could not speak.  Now since creative power was in My words, the devil had 

bound that power.  The devil laughed at Me and had his way with man and woman.  He mocked Me and made fun 

of My helplessness.  I responded to all of this by holding up one finger”.  “One”, asked the devil.  “Are you trying 

to tell me that you want to say just one word? Is that it?”  God the Father nodded in total agreement.  The 

devil laughed again and thought, well, He won’t be able to do much with one word, so he removed the bond from 

God the Father’s tongue.  God the Father continued, “It was a word that gathered up all the love, forgiveness 

and creativity I had been storing up in My heart during the time of silence, the Word is ‘JESUS’”.  We 

celebrate the birth of that great Word today - Jesus.  That Word means everything to those who believe.  Can 

you say that Word today and feel the love, power and protection that JESUS brings?  You will be made most 

welcome at our Christmas Masses.  A happy and grace filled Christmas to you all. 

                

MESSAGE FROM CHAIRPERSON OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

At this very special and holy time for us all, I would like to thank all those in the Parish who contribute to the 

life and spirit of our Parish community. We are very fortunate in Moyvane and Knockanure to have so many 

Parishioners who actively and willingly give of their time, ideas and resources to assist Fr Kevin, the PPC and 

Liturgy Group in maintaining and developing such a spiritually active Parish. The PPC has been actively engaged 

with the other Parishes in the Pastoral Area, in what has been a challenging year due to the changes that have 

occurred and we will continue this engagement into the New Year with a view to enhancing and developing the 

spiritual life of our Parish community and Pastoral Area.  Within the Parish, our worship and celebrations have 

been enriched by the enthusiasm and efforts of our Parish Priest, Fr. Kevin and on behalf of us all I would like 

to thank him for his devotion to the Parish and ask that we always keep in him in our prayers. Finally, on behalf 

of the PPC I would like to wish you all a very joyful, peaceful and Holy Christmas and every blessing for 2017. 

            Amanda Coulson. 

    NOTICES 
KNOCKANURE COMMUNITY CENTRE:  Morning Fitness Class commences on Thurs 12th Jan @ 9.30am.  All 

welcome.  Fun fitness for all levels.  Contact Maggie Large on 087/9866533. 

CONGRATULATIONS & WELL DONE:  To Moyvane Badminton Club on receiving the Award of Badminton Club 

of the year 2016.  It is a wonderful honour for the Club and indeed the Parish.  Well done to all involved.  Also 

well done to Scoil Chorp Chríost and Murhur N.S on their great Christmas Concerts and Nativity plays.   

               MÍLE BUÍOCHS 
To all in Moyvane, Knockanure, our Pastoral Area and beyond who attend our celebrations here 

in the Parish on a regular basis.  I wish to express my heartfelt thanks for your great witness 

you give to your faith and your tremendous generosity and support.  Very many thanks to all 

involved in Parish Ministries and to all who help in our Churches in anyway.  May your 

Christmas be filled with the Peace and Joy of Jesus and His life giving Gospel.                 

Happy Christmas to one and all.                 Fr. Kevin. 
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    Vigil and Sunday Masses: Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th December 

MOYVANE:   Sat 24th   6.00pm CHRISTMAS EVE – Children’s Mass – All welcome. 

KNOCKANURE:     7.30pm CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL  

MOYVANE:      9.00pm MIDNIGHT MASS  

KNOCKANURE:   Sun  25th  10.00am CHRISTMAS DAY  

MOYVANE:      11.00am CHRISTMAS DAY 

    Masses from Monday 26th December to Sunday 1st January  

    Church of the Assumption Moyvane:  

    Mon   26th    7.30pm ST STEPHEN’S DAY - Ned & Maureen Sheehy, 

Leitrim Middle (Anni) 

    Tues   27th  11.00am Des Morgan & Family, Blackrock, Co. Dublin –  

Christmas Blessings 

    Thurs   29th     7.30pm Patrick Curtin, Aughrim (1st Anni) 

    Fri  30th   7.30pm John Dore, Woodgrove (Anni) & Deceased Members 

        of the Dore Family 

    Sat 31st   7.30pm NEW YEAR’S EVE – Niall Morgan, Dublin (1st Anni) 

    Sun  1st   11.00am NEW YEAR’S DAY – Ben Mulvihill (Anni) 

    Church of Corpus Christi Knockanure: 

    Sun   1st   10.00am NEW YEAR’S DAY – Irene O’Keeffe, Kilmeaney, 

            Kilmorna (1st Anni) 

Information 

PRIEST ON DUTY FOR CHRISTMAS DAY:  Canon Declan O’Connor  087/0908949. Emergencies only. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: will cease in both Churches over the Christmas Season and will resume on 

Tuesday 10th January in Knockanure and Wednesday 11th January in Moyvane.  

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTIONS:  Offertory €1,737.28. Christmas Dues: €2,574. Very many thanks for 

your great generosity.   

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY: To William Hudson & Family, Kilbaha on the death of his sister Breda Meehan, 

Kilmaley, Co. Clare.  To Gerard & Tony Buckley, Knockanure on the death of their brother Neelie Buckley, 

Knockanure & London.  To neighbours & friends of Sr. Dympna Mulvihill, Moyvane & Cork.  To the Corridan 

Family, Murhur on the death of their aunt Mary’s husband John Dillon, Duagh & Kanturk.  May they rest gently. 

AGENTS OF THE LORD 
A very kind, sensitive and supportive parishioner introduced me to the film Evan Almighty.  It’s is perfect for a 

family evening over Christmas, to warm your hearts and reaffirm your ideals.  The hero is an ambitious young 

congressman who is persuaded to pray for help with his mission to ‘change the world’.  God responds.  He tells 

him to build an Ark and then provides the materials to make it along with the pairs of animals to fill it up.  The 

messengers of God embodied the one who could not be embodied, spoke for the one who had no physical voice 

and brought help from the one who had no hands.  As often as not, he or she looked just like a human being, 

even maybe, just like Morgan Freeman from the above film.  We rarely now speak of providence, but we still 

talk about angels.  We know precisely what “you’re an angel” means.  An angel turns up unexpected and unasked 

at just the right moment and knows exactly what help is needed.  I still bless the memory of Mike, for example, 

all six feet of him, who appeared from nowhere to rescue me when my car broke down in Manchester.  Without 

money or a phone, I was totally frightened.  It happened back in the mid 80’s 

when I was on Vocation work while based in Liverpool.  Did Mike, I wonder, 

think of himself as an answer to a prayer?  The providence of God is 

mediated through his creatures and so “In the sixth month the Angel 

Gabriel was sent from God”.  His message was that the gap between God and 

His creation was to be closed in a way more intimate than could ever have 

been imagined.  Emmanuel means ‘God is with us – the word made flesh’.  

These lovely days of Christmas let all of us make an extra special effort in 

having meaningful encounters with Jesus. We are all agents of the Lord. 

 


