
 
 

Fr. Kevin McNamara, P.P.  089/4044816. Presbytery & Office  068/49308; Secretary: Jacqueline 

Parish Office times: Open Mon & Thurs 10am – 12noon; Tues & Fri 10am – 1pm; Closed Wednesday. 

Please follow the guidelines on the door.  Book Masses (Months Minds & Anniversaries) Baptisms & 

Weddings during Office hours.  Thank you. www.dioceseofkerry.ie  E-mail: moyvane@dioceseofkerry.ie.   

      Church of the Assumption Moyvane – Saturday 12th to Sunday 20th September 

      Sat 12th  11.30am  First Holy Communion Scoil Chorp Chríost 

     7.30pm Denny Murphy, Port Road, Killarney (Anni) 

      Sun 13th     11.00am Bridget, Pat & Dick Stack, Drommurhur (Anni) 

      Wed 16th        7.30pm      Fr. Dan O’Connor, M.S.C. Knocknagree & Cork (Rec Dec) 

      Sat 19th    7.30pm Sr. Paschal Hegarty, Presentation Convent, Killarney 

(Recently Deceased) 

      Sun 20th    11.00am      Jackie Feury, Newcastle West & l/o Glin (Rec Dec) 

                  (brother to Joan Moloney, The Village) 

      Church of Corpus Christi Knockanure – Sunday 13th to Sunday 20th September 

      Sun 13th    9.30am Kitty & Jackie Murphy, Kilmeaney, Kilmorna (Anni) 

      Fri 18th     7.30pm Timothy Horgan Jnr, Trien, Kilmorna (Anni) 

      Sun 20th    9.30am Parishioners 
 
 

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS SUNDAY: Fr. Brendan Walsh  087/7913271.  Emergencies only. 

OFFERTORY & DUES ENVELOPES: With a drop in numbers attending our Churches, it is quite extraordinary 

that last weekend the collections were as follows: Offertory €1,670.82; Dues €2,215. Thank you very much.  

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY: To the Shine family Upper Direen, Athea on the death of their mother Ita whose 

funeral took place in Athea on Wednesday.  May Ita Rest In Peace.   

IRISH CATHOLIC:  At our Masses this weekend in both Churches there will be free copies of the Irish 

Catholic paper for you to take to your homes.  Enjoy. 

THAT’S ONE OF THE TEN! 
You may remember the story of the Grandmother celebrating her Golden Wedding Anniversary who told the 

secret of her long and happy marriage.  “On my wedding day, I decided to make a list of ten of my husband’s 

faults which, for the sake of the marriage, I would overlook”.  A guest asked the woman what some of the 

faults she had chosen to overlook were.  The Grandmother replied, “To tell you the truth I never did get 

around to making that list, but whenever my husband did something that make me hopping mad, I would say to 

myself, “Lucky for him, that’s one of the ten!”  When was the last time you found it very difficult to forgive?  

If you did forgive, how did it feel? 

MEANT TO SHARE IT 
While working in Liverpool I once gave a young lad a part in a play, for which he proved to be unsuited.  For his 

and the play’s sake, I had to change my mind.  I expected him to be bitter and annoyed about it.  I was amazed 

and relieved to discover subsequently and indirectly that he wasn’t bitter at all.  I had been completely and 

unexpectedly forgiven.  Because of that lad’s attitude and the way he coped with hurt, I understood better 

that forgiveness is of its essence distributive.  It’s something we’re meant to share what Jesus passes onto 

us; we are meant to pass onto others.  “Were you not bound then, to have pity on your fellow servant just as I 

had pity on you?  (From our Gospel this weekend from St. Matthew). As I keep telling you, forgiveness is not 

an easy thing to do.  We need that challenge at the end of the ‘Our Father’ to move us purposefully along.  

‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us’.  May that lovely prayer, given to us by 

Jesus, bring us ever closer to forgiveness.  

     LIFTING ANXIETY 
Some weeks ago a certain thing caused me some anxiety.  My anxiety became visible to some people, one of 

whom wrote the following few lines on the back of a beautiful prayer card: 

“Happy are those who seek not safety in life, but growth. 

Happy are those who forget life’s hurts and gives thanks for life’s blessings. 

Don’t worry, God Bless!” 

That card and gesture behind it, lifted the anxiety within minutes. 
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         HOW MUCH DOES MASS MATTER? 
I think for many people, lockdown has meant a moment to think again 

about how one prays, why one attends Mass, why people feel the need to 

be in what is often called a sacred place.  After all, God is everywhere.  

Why does the Church building matter so much?  Online Masses have 

proved popular.  People have become Mass pilgrims, seeing from their 

armchair how the liturgy is enacted across the country and even the 

globe.  The notion of ‘SPIRITUAL COMMUNION’ has not been enough. 

Yet since Churches have re-opened so many are still fearful to come 

inside.  That is very understandable and has to be respected.  Research 

done in England as the Churches reopened found that 93% of those surveyed said they have participated in 

online worship to some degree but 83% said they missed their Churches.  Only 14% said they would mostly 

continue to worship online.  Those in charge of liturgy in the Vatican insist that the gathering of the people is 

what matters and that thinking of a Church as a special sacred place is problematic.  For me, the problem with 

calling a Church a sacred place is that it objectifies sacredness as a thing ‘out there’.  Since the Incarnation 

sacredness resides in the human person and community primarily and only by association in the place.  A 

building is called a ‘Church’ by association with the Church as community gathered inside.  People watch 

matches on television and no one says that the sitting room is a stadium.  But the viewers participate as they 

can in the activity.  Having celebrated so many Masses alone and then seeing a gathering in the cars in the car 

park, I felt enriched by all who gathered.  Online liturgies allow only ‘spectator’ participation.  The community 

dimensions are missing.  I am aware and indeed I am delighted that many Parishioners are making a difference 

volunteering to help neighbours and the elderly.  The volunteers who deliver lovely meals from Knockanure 

Community Centre – those who cut lawns, hedges etc.  Those taking Parishioners to doctors appointments – the 

list goes on.  For many Catholics that engagement has become more meaningful during lockdown.  They have 

found God beyond Church – just as they always do – but it has mattered moreover in the last six months.  Lack 

of Mass has also inspired people to find God in nature and in other forms of devotion.  However, many have 

found that Church cannot be easily replaced.  They have discovered how important it is to celebrate Mass in a 

place that acts as a link with both past and future.  This is a very opportune time for a real and honest 

conversation with Catholics, especially women.  Having spoken with some, they have indicated in a nice way that 

watching live-streamed Mass with a solitary Priest at the Altar has made them even more aware of how 

clerical and male dominated the Church seems.  Some are going further and asking whether we have become 

too focused on the Eucharist for our prayer life.  As one who has great devotion to our Blessed Lady.  

I remember that beautiful experience where Jesus, her loving Son was dying on the Cross, He lovingly gave 

Mary to the Church and His disciples. I sometimes pose the question to myself – among the Successors of 

Peter where are the Successors of Mary?  As we look at how much Mass matters in these new times all of us 

need to make a contribution to the new ways of celebrating Eucharist.  Women has been waiting so very long to 

be present at the decision-making level in our Church.  These are the days to end their waiting.   

BLESSINGS ON ALL 2020 LEAVING CERT STUDENTS 
The Leaving Cert results of 2020 will be forever remembered.  Since last March it has 

been such a stressful and anxious time for Leaving Cert students wondering if they 

were going to sit an exam or wondering what way things would pan out.  Thankfully this 

past week they all got results.  Well done to all of them and they have our prayerful 

good wishes as they make choices for the future.  May God continue to bless, guide and 

protect them.  Our prayers and thanks to their teachers too, who played such an 

important role with them since lockdown began.    

        TEN SECOND SERMONS 
 Happiness is the only thing we can give without having. 

 

 The most trouble is produced by those who don’t produce anything. 

 

 A coward is one who in an emergency thinks with his legs. 
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