
 
 

Fr. Kevin McNamara, P.P.  089/4044816. Presbytery & Office  068/49308; Secretary: Jacqueline 

Assumption Radio 99.9fm from Moyvane Church.  All Masses will be celebrated from this Saturday in 

our Churches.  See Mass list below. (Numbers are still restricted – Moyvane Church 50 people and 

Knockanure Church 40 people).  Baptisms can go ahead, contact Parish Office (limited to 25 people). 

Please contact Jacqueline in the Parish Office for information regarding the strict guidelines.   

       Church of the Assumption Moyvane – Saturday 5th to Sunday 13th December    

       Sat 5th      7.30pm Maurice & Joe O’Connell, Tarbert (Anni) 

            & Deceased of the O’Connell family 

       Sun 6th    11.00am  Paudie O’Connor, Upper Direen, Athea (Anni) 

       Mon 7th   10.00am Shared Christmas Mass (for the living on Christmas list) 

            7.30pm Mark Flaherty, Glin (Anni & 30th Birthday Remembrance) 

       Tues 8th   FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION – HOLY DAY 

           11.00am Dermot Blythe, Westport (Rec Dec) & his loving wife 

Brenda who predeceased him some years ago 

             7.30pm David & Tina Thompson, Leitrim West (Rec Dec) 

       Wed 9th     7.30pm Tom Culhane, Leitrim East (1st Anni) 

       Thurs 10th     7.30pm Alice Hanrahan (née Clifford), Aughrim (Anni) 

             & her sister Kate 

       Fri 11th       7.30pm Nora & Mick Roche, Glin Road (Anni) 

       Sat 12th      7.30pm Shared Christmas Mass (for the living on Christmas list) 

       Sun 13th     11.00am Mike Joe, Ellie Mai & Seamus O’Flaherty,  

            The Village (Anni) 

       Church of Corpus Christi Knockanure – Sunday 6th to Sunday 13th December 

       Sun 6th     9.30am  Sheila Nash, Gortdromagouna (Anni) & Deceased  

             of the Nash family  

      Tues 8th    FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION -HOLY DAY 

            9.30am Shared Christmas Mass (for the living on Christmas list) 

       Sun 13th     9.30am John Joe Barry, Knockanure Village (Months Mind) 

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS SUNDAY: Canon Declan O’Connor, P.P. Listowel 

 087/0908949. Emergencies only. 

OFFERTORY & SHRINES: Offertory €1,207; Shrines Moyvane €280.  

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY:  We offer our prayerful and sincere sympathy to all the Walsh Family, Barragougeen 

and extended family on the death of their loving Mum Marie.  Her funeral Mass was celebrated on Wednesday 

last in Assumption Church Moyvane.  Mary Marie Rest In Peace.  

SHARED CHRISTMAS MASS:  Please note these Masses are for the living on the Christmas list.  Details 

from Jacqueline in the Parish Office.   The first two of these Masses will be celebrated this week.   

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL:  Due to ongoing restrictions with Covid 19, we cannot accept any clothing, toys, 

household items or food from the public this year.   If you would like to donate you can do so by placing your 

donation in the boxes which are available in local shops.  Any donations will be very much appreciated.  

DONATIONS:  Some families have made generous donations towards the painting/lights/footpath works in 

Moyvane Church.  I wish to acknowledge a generous donation from Moneypoint Power Station, which was 

acquired by an employee from the Parish.   These donations have helped so much – very many thanks.   

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS:  Four new small stained glass windows will arrive soon in Moyvane Church for 

the outside windows of the confession boxes.  These will enhance our already beautiful Church. 

AFTERNOON OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS: Mary Culloty O’ Sullivan (Soprano) presents “Merry Christmas “an 

afternoon of Christmas Carols. Poetry read by Dolores Carroll. Thursday December 10th 4pm on Youtube and 

Facebook Page of St Johns Theatre and Arts Centre, Listowel.   

A MESSAGE FROM MARY FAGAN RE: DIOCESAN WEBSITE:  There is a new button on the Diocesan 

website called ‘CHECK THIS OUT’ - Once there, you can sign up to receive a 3 minute retreat each day direct 

to your inbox and inviting us to pause in the presence of God in our day. You may also like to sign up for a 

weekly email.  It also offers Sunday Connection, a weekly email offering some reflections on the Sunday 

Gospel and our lives. 
 



 
 

 
 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Tuesday 8th we celebrate Mary, who, from the first instant of her existence in the womb of her mum Anne was 

“by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the 

human race, presented free from all stain of original sin”. In the days past we name this day as a ‘Holy Day of 

Obligation’.  Today we give it the gently title of ‘Solemnity’.  If you decide to mark this Feast Day in honour of 

Our Lady you have the choice of the following Masses:  Monday 7th December Moyvane Vigil at 7.30pm; 

Tuesday 8th December Knockanure at 9.30am and Moyvane at 11am and 7.30pm (conscious of those working, 

this evening Mass may be of help to them).   Our Blessed Lady is a real treasure in our Parish and she is so 

special in our Country – lets make this Feast Day extra special.   

                                                         ACTIVE PREPARATION 
At this time of year, many children have already written or are just about to write their letters to Santa.   

“Dear Santa, Could you come early this year?  I’ve been really super good, but I don’t know if I can last much 

longer. Please hurry.   Love Anthony”. 

To children, Christmas seems to take forever and it is so hard trying to be good while waiting for Santa’s 

arrival.  Like little Anthony, we are tempted to ask Santa to hurry up and get here earlier, before we break 

under the strain of all that unnaturally good behaviour.  St. Peter, in this Sunday’s Second Reading, is writing 

to Christians in the early Church who are waiting for Jesus to return.  All excited, they are ready!  But days 

pass, then months, then years and they are still waiting.  People around them begin to mock their faith and 

sadly, many Christians join the doubters.  Maybe Jesus isn’t returning.  Like little children at Christmas time 

who get tired of being good, some of these early believers go back to their old ways of living.  Waiting for the 

coming of Christ is an important element of every Christian life.  Indeed, joyful expectancy is the hallmark of 

the Advent Season. Waiting however, does not mean living in the future; rather it means living fully in the 

present, in the light of future promises to be fulfilled.  Waiting is not an excuse for passive inaction, but a 

time of active preparation.  Like John the Baptist, we prepare when we cry for peace in the wilderness of 

division or when we cry for fairness in the wilderness of injustice.  We prepare when we make straight the 

crooked paths of our lives in a spirit of repentance and reconciliation.  Lord bless our Advent active 

preparation. 

A REVOLUTION IN VALUES 
As Christmas approaches, we could ask ourselves: “How can I prepare to celebrate the Birthday of our loving 

Saviour?”  The delightful proclamation of John the Baptist points to the fact that preparation really counts:  

conversion of heart and life.  The deeper meaning of this conversion is a change of vision a radically new 

outlook, in the light of the Gospel.  God is our compassionate Father, our Abba, who desires nothing less than 

our hearts and our whole selves.  We are accepted and loved by Him, while we are still sinners.  His 

forgiveness, which is all loving means a revolution in values, beliefs and a new direction of life.   

LAPSATION – A BIG PROBLEM TODAY 
With both our Churches opening this weekend for Masses and with so much talk about how many can attend 

etc, I have a deeper anxiety.  Lapsation is a great problem today as is the shortage of vocations.  It would be 

impossible not to see the two problems as a cause and effect.  I feel strongly that our purpose as practising 

Catholics has to be to share the Word and Gospel of Jesus with those around us.  We have an ideal 

opportunity during these C19 days.  Invite and encourage a neighbour or family member to come to Church 

with you.  There will be many things to reflect on in both our Churches including our Cribs.  Be sensitive to  

those around you who have heard the message of God but they have forgotten or rejected it.  Maybe for 

starters it might make sense to contact those who are regular attenders for their parent’s Anniversary 

Masses and for Christmas Masses.  Can you kind reader reach out to them these Advent days and tell them we 

have room for them in our Churches.  No tickets, no booking – just come as you are.  If our Churches exceed 

the recommended numbers, the overflow can hear the Mass on the Radio 99.9fm in their cars in Moyvane and 

on the tanoy in Knockaure and have Holy Communion after Mass.  Many of us have forgotten the old truism 

that the Church isn’t an individually bad Catholic, Priest, layperson - it is much bigger than that.  We all have a 

chance to make this Advent and Christmas different.  It starts this weekend.  Our generous and helpful 

Church stewards in both of our Churches will help and guide you in staying safe as we return to Holy Eucharist.  

Welcome back – stay safe.  Let’s help and encourage each other to love and understand the Word of God.  


