
 
 

Fr. Kevin McNamara, P.P.  089/4044816. Presbytery & Office  068/49308; Secretary: Jacqueline. 

Assumption Radio 99.9fm from Moyvane Church only. Masses will be celebrated from the Doorway of 

Hope in Moyvane and the Shelter in Knockanure. With regards to the Office, please knock at the door.  

Please note:  Sympathy Mass cards and Get well Mass cards available at Hollys.  

Church of the Assumption Moyvane – Saturday 9th to Sunday 17th January - Radio  

Sat 9th      7.30pm Maureen Foley, Gortdromosillihy (Anni) 

Sun 10th    11.00am Ned & Bridie Moore, Glenalappa (Anni) 

Mon 11th     7.30pm  Johnny Gregg, Aughrim (Anni) & dec of the Gregg & Hanrahan families 

Tues 12th     7.30pm Martin & Mary Mulvihill, Leitrim East (Anni) 

Wed 13th     7.30pm Mary O’Sullivan, Kilbaha (Anni) & dec of O’Sullivan family 

Fri 15th      7.30pm Joan Mulvihill, Moher (Anni) 

Sat 16th     7.30pm Jack Walsh, Moyvane North (1st Anni) 

Sun 17th    11.00am John & Catherine Scanlon, Leitrim West & loving son Tom 

Church of Corpus Christi Knockanure – Sunday 10th to Sunday 17th January – Tannoy 

Sun 10th      9.30am Larry McCaffrey, Fermanagh & Knockanure (Anni) 

Sun 17th      9.30am Michelle Foley, Kilmorna (Anni) & loving grandad Michael Keane 
PRIEST ON DUTY THIS SUNDAY: Fr. Pat Crean-Lynch, P.P.Ardfert  087/6709491.  
OFFERTORY & DUES: Offertory €1,280; Epiphany €244.44; Shrines Moyvane €500.40; Dues 

€510; Very many thanks for your great generosity.  

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY:  To the Barry family, Knockanure on the death of Noreen Hanley (née Barry), 

Knockanure & UK who died recently.  Mass for Noreen will be celebrated in Knockanure (Shelter) on Sunday 

24th January at 9.30am.  To Jimmy & Eileen Jones & family, Aughrim on the death of Jimmy’s brother-in-law 

Gerald O’Shea, Muckross whose funeral took place during the week.  To the family of John Walshe, Bruach Na 

Gaille & Ballybunion on his very untimely death in a road accident in the Village on Wednesday morning. Our 

prayerful support to his family here in the Parish and outside the Parish.   To the Dineen family, Lenamore, 

Ballylongford on the death of their loving daughter Brenda who is a niece of Noreen Roche, Ahalahana.  Please 

keep the Dineen and the Roche families in your prayers.  At a later date we will have Masses here in the Parish 

for Gerald, John and Brenda.   May Noreen, Gerald, John & Brenda rest in peace.    

OUR PARISH - KEEPING THE FAITH ALIVE IN 2020 

In spite of C19 and the lockdowns our Parish in the last year had the following celebrations –  

➢ We welcomed seventeen children into our Christian family through Baptism. 

➢ On February 29th we had twenty-nine children confirmed by Bishop Ray. The afternoon in question had 

the four seasons weatherwise. Sunshine, high winds, hailstone and rain. It was a grace filled day. 

➢ April 10th – Good Friday a world exclusive for our Parish.  Drive through stations of the Cross in the car 

park.  Families stayed in their cars and drove from station to station – to pray and reflect. 

➢ First Holy Communions were not celebrated in the customary month of May but in August and 

September.  At the end of August eleven from Murhur N.S.  and in September fourteen from Scoil 

Chorp Chríost.  Very well done to their teachers and families. 

➢ We had one Marriage, Dan & Marie. Small numbers but what a beautiful celebration. 

➢ We handed back twenty-one Parishioners and we had three very special Angels returned to God’s 

Kingdom.  May they enjoy Heaven.  Our prayerful support to their loved ones.  

➢ Churches closed on 14th March, up until 9th April, I celebrated 24 Masses alone.  YouTube Masses began 

on 29th March until June 28th a total of 19 celebrations including Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy 

Saturday which included celebrations in Knockanure Church.  

➢ From April 6th to July 4th Masses celebrated at the Doorway of Hope, each evening Monday to Saturday 

at 7.30pm and Sunday’s at 11am, a total of 90 Masses.   

➢ On 5th July, Churches re-opened and Masses resumed with congregations until St. Stephen’s Day. Now 

back to celebrating Masses at the ‘Doorway of Hope’ in Moyvane and from the Shelter in Knockanure. 

Very many thanks to all who have helped with these celebrations during the past year.  We thank God that He 

has brought us safe, thus far, and in this new lockdown may our faith be our inspiration and consolation.    



 
 

 
 

            “NOW I’LL CALL ON FR. KEVIN” 
I must confess I am totally out of practice as to how to celebrate weddings. In 

2020, I celebrated only one. I was delighted that on Saturday January 2nd 2021, 

I celebrated the wedding of Jennifer Keane, daughter of Olive and Teddy, 

Ashgrove. Small numbers, but I thought it was a lovely celebration. Denis Nash of 

Tralee Road, Killarney Parish, is Jennifer’s husband. Our prayerful blessings and 

good wishes for a long and happy life together. They were super to deal with in 

these difficult times.  Masks, small numbers, social distancing etc., hard and very 

difficult.  Limited celebrations and of course the Priest does not go to the 

reception. In all Parishes that I have served in, in this Diocese, I always made it a 

point to be present at the reception. I always managed to find somebody who 

wanted a blessing, a chat or a bit of banter about Everton or Clare Hurling. I miss so very much the call from 

the Best Man, “Now I’ll call on Fr. Kevin to say a few words!” Few words indeed! I felt this was a great 

opportunity to let the people see the Church as a friend, rather than a very strict master. A Church of love, 

rather than a Church of law. And of course the Priest has to have a story to tell. There’s a plethora of wedding 

stories, most of them as predictable and as vulgar as the telegrams that in times past had to be endured at 

the reception. The poor Priest is expected to interlace his few words with stories and he invariably extols the 

virtues of his side of the partnership. You know what I mean……… “We are sorry to be losing Bridget…… She 

comes from a fine decent upstanding family……I’ve known Bill & Eileen Ford for a very long time, wonderful 

parents…... and so on and so forth! In my Parish of birth, many, many years ago, the Parish Priest went 

overboard in his praise of the Ryan’s. He traced their lineage back to the flood and like the unicorn, Noah took 

two of the Ryan’s into the Ark which accounts for the proliferation of Ryan’s today. The Priest with the other 

family not to be outdone claimed that their pedigree went back just as far only, unlike the Ryan’s, the 

McNamara’s didn’t have to go into the Ark – they had their own boat. 

Please God 2021, will see the return of happy, mask free weddings. My thoughts and prayers are with all who 

had to cancel their weddings in the past year. Be assured the good days will return for lovely celebrations in 

making your marriage commitment a Sacrament.  Very soon – please God.  Be patient – and all Churches are 

there to help, accommodate and encourage you. But I really think the days of calling Fr. to say a few words at 

the reception are gone. I for one will miss them! 

ROBIN AND THE SPARROW 
Said the Robin to the Sparrow, “I would really like to know why those anxious human beings rush about and 

worry so?  The sparrow in reply said, “Friend, I think it sure must be that they have no Father in Heaven such 

as cares for you and me”.  May our eyes and thoughts be as much on our Father in Heaven as that of the wise 

Robin and Sparrow.   

                                    BAPTISED – GIFTED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
For many, many years now I have longed and prayed for a simple structure to be put in place whereby the laity 

could have a voice in Church affairs.  In recent years we continually hear from Cardinals, Archbishops and 

Bishops how they have listened to survivors and that is only right and proper.  But it begs me ask the question 

– ‘Does one have to be abused before being listened to?’  Is it not sufficient that we are ALL baptised 

Christians are gifted with the Holy Spirit?  As Pope Francis pointed out:  “All the Faithful, considered as a 

whole are infallible in matters of belief”.  For 2021, I hope that our Church will listen to the laity.  That we will 

realise that the faithful are not merely passive recipients of what the hierarchy teaches, but are living and 

acting subjects within the Church.  May God’s delightful Holy Spirit continue to guide, bless and encourage all 

of us to listen better and to act better in building His Kingdom.  

WEARING A MASK IS AN EXERCISE IN FREEDOM 
Some people are extremely vocal in their opposition to face coverings.  They say wearing these masks is a 

restriction on their freedom and liberty.  American philosopher, Kwame Anthony Appiah, wrote the following 

recently; “There is precious little freedom in the sick ward and less still in the graveyard.  Ask somebody on a 

ventilator how free she is.  Perpetuating the pandemic limits the scope of everybody’s individual autonomy.  

That’s why in many places today, the true face of freedom wears a mask”.  I strongly feel to wear a face mask 

in this time of pandemic is not an infringement on our liberty but an exercise on freedom and a small sacrifice 

to make to overcome this C19.  Please let us continue to care for each other.  


