
 
 

Fr. Kevin McNamara, P.P.  089/4044816. Presbytery & Office  068/49308; Secretary: Jacqueline. 

Assumption Radio 99.9fm from Moyvane Church. Signed Sympathy Mass cards, Get well Mass cards and 

Blessed Candles available at Hollys.  Blessed candles also available in the Parish Office. 

Church of the Assumption Moyvane – Saturday 6th to Sunday 14th February - Radio  

Sat 6th      7.30pm Sheila O’Carroll, Deer Lodge, Killarney & l/o Moyvane (Months Mind) 

Sun 7th    11.00am Jack Shine, Glin Road (1st Anni) 

Mon 8th     7.30pm Tom O’Connor, Bishopstown & l/o Knockanure (Rec Dec) 

Tues 9th     7.30pm Kathleen O’Brien, Church Road (Months Mind) 

Wed 10th          7.30pm Pat Foran, Bedford (Anni) 

Thurs 11th     7.30pm Catherine Culhane, Ballyguitenane, Glin (Anni) & deceased of the 

        Sheahan & Culhane families 

Fri 12th     7.30pm Denis O’Flaherty, Tubbertoureen (Months Mind) 

Sat 13th     7.30pm Denis Murphy, Ballyphehane, Cork (Anni) 

Sun 14th    11.00am Donal Cunningham, Kilbaha (Anni), his sister Breda & Andy Thomas  

        Dick Cunningham, Kilbaha (Months Mind) 

Church of Corpus Christi Knockanure – Sunday 7th to Sunday 14th February – Tannoy 

Sun 7th      9.30am Mary Savage, Charleville (1st Anni) 

        (mother of Brenda Clancy, Lisaniskea) 

Sun 14th      9.30am Nora Gould, Pilgrim Hill (Rec Dec) 
PRIEST ON DUTY THIS SUNDAY: Fr. Anthony O’Sullivan  087/2461749.   
OFFERTORY,SHRINES & DUES: Offertory €1,663.50; Shrines Moyvane €195; Shrines 

Knockanure €53.45; Dues €290. Very many thanks.  

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY:  To the family of Kathy Scollard, Dromcollogher, whose funeral 

took place recently.  Kathy was older sister to Nora Carr, Aughrim and to Anna Mulvihill, 

Glenalappa.  Our prayerful support to all. 

To Mary Collins & family, formally of Moyvane Post Office on the death of her brother Pat 

Guiney, Coolaclarig.  To Tom O’Flaherty, Murhur and to the O’Flaherty & Hanlon families on 

the death of Tom’s sister Sr. Deborah, who died in Queensland, Australia.  To Marian 

Moloney & family, Clarr on the death of her loving husband John whose funeral took place on Wednesday in 

Church of the Assumption, Moyvane.  After a very short illness, there is a great level of shock in the 

community at John’s untimely death.  Our prayerful support to his loving family, his many friends and 

especially those in the GAA community of Moyvane, Clounmacon and the North Kerry Board.  May Kathy, Pat, 

Sr. Deborah and John enjoy new life, free from suffering, in the presence of Jesus.  May they rest in peace.   

THE STORY OF THE THORN BIRD 
There is a famous story about a bird which sings just once in its life, more sweetly than any other creature on 

the face of the earth.  From the moment it leaves the nest it searches for a thorn tree and does not rest until 

it has found one.  Then, singing among the savage branches, it impales itself upon the longest, sharpest spine.  

And, dying, rises above its own agony to out sing the lark and the nightingale.  One superlative song beautifully 

heard by the whole world and God in Heaven smiles.  For the best is only bought at the cost of great pain…..Or 

so says this famous story.  Our Parish in recent months but especially in January has experienced awful 

suffering, sickness and death.  Yet I have been humbled and richly blessed at the tender blessings and graces 

I have received from the courage shown and powerfully shared.  Funerals with all the limited restrictions, 

loved ones have been incredibly strong and generous.  All turning to God rather than away from Him.  The 

power and presence of God is capable of finding hope where hope no longer exists and a way where the way is 

impossible.  May Jesus who conquered death continue to walk with us all, Jesus dry the tears from all who 

weep. 

PLEASE REMEMBER 
Take a reflective moment considering the following:  To handle yourself, use your head, to handle others, use 

your heart.  Anger is only one letter short of danger.  Beautiful young people are accidents of nature, but 

beautiful old people are works of art. 

 



 
 

 
 

    HUMAN SPIRIT CAN NEVER BE HELD CAPTIVE TO EVIL Etta Hillesum only lived to the age of 29 before perishing like many other Dutch Jews, in Auschwitz during the cruel Second World War.  In her short life, Etta showed both wisdom and courage to inspire us all.  The 

Etta Hillesum (left) only lived to the age of 29 before perishing like many other Dutch 

Jews, in Auschwitz during the cruel second world war.  In her short life, Etta showed both 

wisdom and courage to inspire us all. The diaries she kept during the last two years of her 

life reveal neither despair nor anger, but a kind of acceptance, a loving desire to understand 

suffering and an abiding faith in the ultimate goodness of humanity.  Even in the death camp 

she was able to write these words: “Sometimes when I stand in some corner of the Camp, 

my feet planted on earth, my eyes raised in prayer towards Heaven, tears run down my face.  They were tears 

of deep emotion and gratitude” I think these words live on to witness the fact that the human spirit can never 

be held captive to evil.  What Etta had to ask herself daily in the camp in Auschwitz was “What is love asking 

of me right now?”   

We live in a time of bitter division.  From here in Ireland as to how to handle the C19 crisis to the polarization 

around the US elections.  The storming of the Capital Buildings by a riotous mob, the bitter ethical and 

religious debates about abortion, the loss of a common notion of truth, which as resulted in a widespread lack 

of common courtesy, disrespect, demonization and hatred for each other.  We now have two sides – division.  

There are sincere people on both sides, but sincerity can also be very misguided.  Lies and injustice need to be 

named.  Finally, Anne Lanott wrote many years ago:  “You can safely assume you’ve created God in your own 

image when it turns out that God hates all the same people you do”  These are words worth contemplating 

on all sides of political and religious divides today.  We live in a time of bitter division, not only in the US but 

nearer your home and mine!  But like Etta Hillesum asked herself in that awful Auschwitz Camp – “What is 

love asking of me right now?”   

We too need to ask the very same question.  Influenced and inspired by Jesus and His loving guiding presence, 

we most certainly will make the right decisions.  Our dominant one going through life as His followers must be 

one of love, not anger.  Holding onto love especially in difficult awkward times, makes us His disciples.  If 

however, we choose anger we are no longer His disciples.  Jesus loves us and those who hate us are just as 

precious and important in His eyes as we are.  Accepting this we can speak for truth and justice.  As I said, 

human spirit can never be held captive to evil.  Thank God for that! 

TEN SECOND SERMONS 
 Always investigate before you speculate. 

 A Christian is one who makes it easier for others to believe in God. 

 Too many people confuse free speech with loose talk. 

 Few have all they need, none all they want. 

COUNTING TO TEN 
There has been unanimous feeling among all Parishioners that the past year has been a difficult and traumatic 

time for all in the Parish with so many funerals.  Thank God all the celebrations for those who have died went 

off with great dignity and respect.  I think it is regrettable that the Government have put such a low limit of 

ten to attend funerals and I would really ask that they would review that number especially where Churches 

have the capacity to safely take 20 to 25 (maintaining all the guidelines).  I wish to thank all families for their 

cooperation and equally our undertakers Dano & Leo who have been most helpful to all the families concerned, 

to our Church stewards and to myself.   Very many thanks. 

A TIME TO PUT INTEGRITY INTO PRACTICE 
There is a growing frustration in the air, in our Parish and indeed all over the Nation, these February days as 

there appears to be no end to the lockdown.  Spring may have arrived but the lockdown with all its rules and 

regulations seems to be getting more burdensome.  Many are losing focus to continue to adhere to HSE 

Guidelines.  Everyone seems to be looking to everyone else to make sure the guidelines are kept.  This weekend 

I ask you to look personally at your own contribution at keeping the guidelines.  I strongly suggest that it is 

time for everyone of us to put integrity into practice.  Integrity is doing the right thing when nobody is 

watching, the opposite is hypocrisy, pretending to be somebody you are not.  Integrity means being a person 

with only one face (not two faced), a person who is the same on the inside as the outside.   Integrity is a 

combination of honesty, high morals, uprightness, single mindedness and always treating others with respect.  

People will doubt what you say, but they will always believe what you do.  It means practicing what you preach.  


