
 
 

Fr. Kevin McNamara, P.P.  089/4044816. Presbytery & Office  068/49308; Secretary: Jacqueline. 

Assumption Radio 99.9fm from Moyvane Church.  moyvane@dioceseofkerry.ie  

Church of the Assumption Moyvane – Saturday 12th June to Sunday 20th June 
Sat 12th    7.30pm  Willie Buckley, Church Road (1st Anni) 

Sun 13th   11.00am  Patrick Connolly, Glin (1st Anni) 

Sat 19th    7.30pm  Parishioners 

Sun 20th   11.00am  Patrick McEnery (Anni) & Mai & Sonny Buckley, Listowel. 

Church of Corpus Christi Knockanure – Sunday 13th to Sunday 20th June  

Sun 13th    9.30am  Denis & Anna Flaherty, Lisaniskea (Anni) 

Sun 20th    9.30am  Rubi McMahon, Washington D.C. & Nancy, Jack, Josie & Pádraig McMahon, 

       Lisaniskea (Anni) & Jackie McMahon, Lisaniskea (Rec Dec) 

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS SUNDAY: Fr. Denis O’Mahony  087/6807197.  Emergencies only.    

OFFERTORY & DUES & SHRINES:  Offertory €1,547.82; Dues €1653; Shrines Moyvane €299.20; 

Knockanure €27.00; Very many thanks.  

OFFERTORY BOXES:  Those who are in the Offertory Box system will receive their new Offertory Box in the 

coming weeks.  Those who are attending Church can receive them from Shane.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank Shane for ensuring that all the boxes are distributed throughout the Parish. 

LOUGH DERG 2021:  Lough Derg regrets that it will not be possible in 2021 to reopen Station Island for the 

Traditional Three Day Pilgrimage or even for the autumn programme of Day Retreats. 

Lough Derg will again offer the opportunity to “Do Lough Derg from wherever you are” on 3rd – 5th July.  

The outdoor Pilgrimage on the Lough Shore Pilgrim Path will also be available as the summer goes on.  

Further information from Lough Derg office 0(0353) 71 9861518 or www.loughderg.org. 

YOUNG ADULT WORKSHOP:  Reconnection, Minding Your Mind as we leave Lockdown, an online workshop for 

Young Adults aged 18 to 30 yrs. will be held on Thursday 10th June at 7.30pm via Zoom.  For young adults who 

wish to join the workshop you can register for the link for Reconnect www.dioceseofkerry.ie    and follow us on 

Instagram @YouthDoK for more information.  

THE HEART OF THE MATTER 

There is a story about a young man who was asked by his people, who had never heard the Gospel to travel widely 

and observe keenly, how those who were followers of Jesus lived His teaching.  Anthony was a young man of deep 

integrity.  He went out of his way to meet as wide a cross-section of people as possible.  He didn’t jump to 

conclusions or rush to judgement.  When he felt he had seen enough, he headed home.  “Basically”, Anthony 

reported, “I found five kinds of Christians.  Firstly, I found some who are Christian in name only.  Even though 

baptised, they have no real commitment to Jesus.  Secondly, I found some who are Christian by habit only.  Even 

though they are committed to the out-ward observances their faith doesn’t affect the way they live. Thirdly, I 

found some who are clearly devoted to the Christian faith.  They are engaged in good works, yet seem to possess 

few, if any of the qualities which made their master so appealing.  Fourthly, I found what you might call practical 

Christians who have grasped the heart of what Jesus is about.  They are clearly concerned about other people 

and are not ashamed to be seen as Christians.  Lastly, I met some, not many, whom I would have no hesitation in 

calling the genuine article.  These are deeply spiritual people.  In meeting them I felt I was meeting Jesus, 

Himself.”  The task of bringing Jesus to today’s world depends on  of us.  It’s a delightful privilege, but a daunting 

task.  Like Jesus, we are given the help of the Holy Spirit.  The best way we can preach the Gospel is by living a 

truly Christian life.  Indeed, the only Gospel some people will ever read is the Gospel of my life.  Coming back to 

Anthony – which category of Christian are you in? 

THE POWER OF SEED 
One of the strongest seeds in the world is the seed of Chinese bamboo tree.  It lies buried in the soil for five 

years before any seedling or sprouts appear above ground.  Think of it!  Five years!  All during these five years 

the seed must be cultivated that is, watered and fertilized regularly.  Now comes the big surprise.  When the 

bamboo seedling finally emerges from the ground, it grows to a height of nine feet in just six weeks.  Why does 

the seedling take so long to emerge?  Why does it grow so fast once it emerges?  Plant experts say that during 

its first five years in the soil the bamboo seed is busy building an elaborate root system that enables it to grow 

nine feet in just six weeks.  Can you reflect please……?  Does our faith have deep roots?  How can we know?  

What is our root system that nourishes us spiritually every day? 
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      A WIDER VIEW OF THE SACRED HEART 
I f there is one thing that I learned from the Novena is that the Sacred 

Heart is alive and well and still touching and enriching hearts.  I was 

blessed in numerous ways during our magic Novena days.   What a 

blessing, what a joy.  I got so, so much from it.  I certainly hope you did 

too.  Our speakers (all of them) were inspired and guided in a beautiful 

way by the Sacred Heart.  Ten speakers, all generous and so close to 

the Sacred Heart.  I am reminded of a little boy after hearing that God 

created the world in six days asked his teacher: “What business has God 

been in since?”  Well our Novena messengers told us so lovingly that the 

Sacred Heart has been an ever present blessing to all of us.  In sunshine 

and in clouds. Thady opened the Novena reminding us of the warm 

humanity of the Sacred Heart.   Geraldine our first speaker reminded us in such a moving and generous way of 

the reality of Faith, Hope and Love……..and the greatest is Love.  Her husband John, 49, son Tomás, 14 and 

Amelia, 6 still motivate her daily to keep their love alive.  I cried and prayed for her – powerful start.  Then our 

very own Gabriel – honest, uplifting and from the heart – a light that darkness could not overpower.  When he 

said ‘he was snookered!’  No confession, no Communion, cut off from the Sacred Heart! – that was so sad and 

painful to hear.   Thank God for the Sacred Heart light, love and forgiveness which Gabriel never gave up on.  

Next, John Quinn from the ‘Home of the Oyster’ – Clarinbridge.  The seven seanfhocails all directing us to the 

Heart of Jesus.  Gems of faith placed before us by an extraordinary wordsmith – still writing, still sharing, still 

inspiring.  His voice is magic. So sad to hear John tell us about poor Fr. Dineen S.J. late of Rathmore who paid 

an awful price for his dedication to the Irish language.  Fr. Seán put a lovely reflective presentation on the ‘new 

normal’ before us on Sunday.  So well-crafted and presented, we were all so proud that he is one of our own – 

the spontaneous round of applause showed that.  Mairead with the beautiful Sacred Heart statue which her late 

great mum received on her baptism day has been a treasured presence to this very day in her home and with her 

loving family.  It has inspired her in her generous work and presence with those who live alone and those heavy 

with loneliness.  She called on us to invest more in family life allowing the Sacred Heart to inspire us.   Next, 

Brenda invited us in a lovely way to move from head to heart.  That journey for her has been so, so special in 

beautiful Knockanure.  In a move to heart, especially the Sacred Heart, life can and will be so much more 

meaningful.  Next, we had Fr. Tom speaking to us on the occasion of his 37th Anniversary of his Ordination, the 

Feast of St. Columba.  Lovingly he traced the early days of his Priesthood which brought him to Derry in the 

height of the troubles in Northern Ireland.  The people helped him – they were people of faith, they were people 

of heart who trusted the Sacred Heart.  As this Newsletter goes to the housebound and the shops on Thursday, 

we will keep the identity of the final two speakers a secret and we will tell you about them in next weeks 

Newsletter. In each of the Novena days we carried all those doing the Leaving Cert in prayer.  We assure them 

and their families that we will continue to do so until the exams finish.  A special word of thanks to all those 

who worked in so many ways to make the Novena special.  I will celebrate a Mass for the intentions of all speakers 

who gave us a wider view of the Sacred Heart.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be forever loved.  Amen.  

CHEERFUL ENCOURAGEMENT 

Robert Stroud spent more than forty years in Alcatraz Prison, and probably saved his sanity by becoming an 

authority on birds.  He was known as ‘The Bird Man Of Alcatraz’.  A young woman aged 22 once wrote to him.  

She had lost a leg by amputation and had undergone several surgical operations and felt life wasn’t worth living.  

When she read the story of Robert Stroud it gave her renewed hope.  In his reply to her, ‘The Bird Man’ wrote: 

“Neither of us can afford to know the meaning of the word ‘can’t’; I am sending you a Canary who will tell you 

that over and over.”  He did so and thanks to the bird’s cheerful encouragement the woman rapidly improved in 

both health and outlook in life.  We were fortunate and richly blessed to have nine days where the Heart of 

Jesus gave us new heart and encouragement in living life better.  

WORSE THAN THE LAST! 
A priest was paying a few farewell calls before moving to a new Parish.  One elderly parishioner paid him the 

compliment that his successor would not be as good as he had been.  “Oh nonsense”, replied the Priest, flattered.  

“Well”, said the old lady, shaking her head.  “I have lived here under five different Parish Priests and each new 

one has been worse than the last!” 


